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The context of  this talk



丹麦
丹麥

Denmark:
• 44,000 square km.
• 500+ islands
• Greenland is a 

part of Denmark
• Population 5.5 million                            
(55,000 in Greenland)
• 2.3 million homes
• Mainly flat!

Greenland

•
Copenhagen
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Media business models are changing fast...

2004     2005    2006    2007     2008     2008     2010    2011

HKD
billion
6.45.7
5.04.3
3.62.9
2.11.4
0.70.0

Advertising

InternetTVLoc
l newsp
Newspapers
Magazines
Outdoor
Annual publ.
Radio
Cinema

Figures for Denmark (5.5 million)
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TV advertising on free-to-air TV in Hong Kong

TVB figures            AdmanCO.com estimates
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Some of the basics first

What do we mean by TV?
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to help inform, educate, entertain, and ultimately 
engage the user or audience.

Screen-based media:
Movies at the cinema
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Screen-based media:
TV screens
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Screen-based media:
Computer screens
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Screen-based media:
Smartphones and tablets
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Screen-based media:
Different networks

• Analogue broadcast TV
• Digital terrestrial TV
• Satellite TV 
• Cable TV 
• IPTV (closed Internet)
• Over The Top (OTT) 
Internet TV
TV via
•Public wireless LAN 
(WiFi)
• Mobile 2.5 and 3G
• Mobile 4G
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What do we mean by TV?
• Audiovisual content
• Delivered to screens using
• One-way or two-way networks
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The introduction of TV around the world
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What needs has TV 
traditionally met?
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“to inform, educate 
and entertain”

Lord Reith

...ultimately by engaging the viewer or audience.
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Broadcast media 
were originally social
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TV inherited this from radio
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Still social in rural areas
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http://origin-www.livemint.com/Consumer/jS10y8tJxqNbQb7yDN4rWJ/Madras-HC-extends-Chennai-digitization-deadline.html
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TV’s social role in emerging economies
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Sport on TV still has a strong social function

http://www.visualphotos.com/image/2x4032945/friends_watching_football_on_the_tv
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But what needs does TV 
currently meet?

Inform Educate Entertain
News
Current affairs

Campaigns 
Awareness-
building
Education & 
training
Documentaries

Sport
Events
TV drama
Participatory 
shows 
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News in mainland China

Source: http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/reports/mapping-digital-media-china
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News in mainland China
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News in mainland China -"Hard" news & Minsheng

24



25Peter Olaf Looms                                                                                                             Public Address 2012

News in mainland China - radio news
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News in mainland China - news on the Internet
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The rural/urban divide in China - media
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Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-12010549

Mr Qing, ploughing in the fields, relies on 
China Mobile's farming service
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Talent shows - striking an acceptable balance

Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/chinas-super-girl-talent-show-canceled-for-being-too-
democratic/2011/09/19/gIQAYthsfK_blog.html
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TV in  the 21st century needs to redefine itself

TV

Control

Choice

Multiplatform

Immersion

Participation Mobility
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The Life of Pi - immersive experiences using 3D
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Broadcast TV
Born 1928
Died 2020

R.I.P.

So can we write off TV as a 20th century phenomenon?
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Take the case of football on TV

http://www.visualphotos.com/image/2x4032945/friends_watching_football_on_the_tv
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Bo Olofsson, SKY (UK)
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Bo Olofsson, SKY (UK)
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Convergence:
Digital TV hybrid with Internet 
on the same device
- an integrated TV experience
using the remote control
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”The second 
screen scenario”

The user interacts with content not just on the ‘main screen’ using 
a remote control but 
using a ‘second screen’such as a computer tablet, smartphone or 
laptop. 



41Peter Olaf Looms                                                                                                             Public Address 2012

Second Screen  + hybrid broadcast/broadband

TV

Control

Choice

Multiplatform

Immersion

Participation Mobility

Convenience
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User control: improved accessibility
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User control: improved accessibility

broadcast
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User control: improved choice (catch-up options)

broadcast
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User participation: interacting with content & friends
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User participation: interacting with content & friends
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User participation: interacting with content & friends
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So what does this all mean for Hong Kong?

Second screen...
• offers news ways of user control, user choice 

and participation via social media
• is interesting for younger demographics who 

may have given up TV screens (apart from 
events)

• is interesting for free-to-air broadcasters to use 
“Over-The-Top” Internet services on TV sets to 
compete with Pay-TV operators like NOW TV

• could have potential in the mainland to offer 
participation now that entertainment is more 
regulated (December 2011)
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Thank you! Questions?            

Peter Olaf Looms
Ellesvinget 25
DK-2950 Denmark

e-mail:
polooms@gmail.com
Skype: pol-denmark
QQ ID: 2562969528  


